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Table of changes 

Change No. Date Scope

Foreword 

This South African standard was prepared by National Committee SABS/TC 1042, Laundry and dry 
cleaning processes, in accordance with procedures of the South African Bureau of Standards, in 
compliance with annex 3 of the WTO/TBT agreement. 

This document was approved for publication in March 2020. 

Reference is made in 5.3.3 to the “relevant national legislation". In South Africa this means the 
National Environmental Laws Amendment Act, 2009 (Act No. 14 of 2009). 

Reference is made in 6.1.3, 6.5.5 and 8.1.2 to the “relevant national legislation". In South Africa this 
means the National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications Act, 2008 (Act No. 5 of 2008). 

Reference is made in 6.2.1 to the “relevant national legislation". In South Africa this means the 
Machinery and Occupational Safety Act, 1983 (Act No. 6 of 1983). 

Reference is made in 6.5.5(f) and 8.2.1 to the “relevant national accreditation authority". In 
South Africa this means the South African National Accreditation System (SANAS). 

SANS 10146 consists of the following parts, under the general title Laundry: 

Part 1: Process management. 

Part 2: Management. 

Annexes A and B are for information only. 

Compliance with this document cannot confer immunity from legal obligations. 

Introduction 

A laundry is defined as any premises or facility where textiles undergo any cleansing and finishing 
(ironing, pressing or tumble drying) (or both) process where such cleansing or finishing process is 
either: 

a) for financial gain and where such machinery used to provide the textile cleansing and finishing (or
both) service is an integral part of another service that is provided for financial gain; or

b) for processing textiles that have been used or intended for personal use or use in the ‘Healthcare’
sector, food sector (for example, food processing, abattoirs) or any medical, health or government
facility.

EXAMPLE 1   An On Premise Laundry (OPL) located in a hotel or hospital may, in itself, not generate income. 
However, the provision of a laundry service by the OPL to the hotel or hospital is an integral part of the main 
service provided by the hotel or hospital from which they derive financial gain. 
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Introduction (concluded) 
 
EXAMPLE 2   A food manufacturer or abattoir OPL providing an integral service to the core activity of the food 
manufacturer or abattoir that allows them to meet health and safety requirements and therefore process food 
sold for financial gain. 
 
Certain laundry industry requirements and occurrences have made the application of this part of 
SANS 10146 essential, namely: 
 
a) the requirement to properly manage the technical operation of all laundry processes;  
 
b) the occurrence of many technological changes that have taken place in the industry, and the 

consequent proliferation of alternative types of equipment, chemicals and controls; 
 
c) the requirement for a document suitable for audit purposes that has been created by competent or 

renowned technical professionals in the laundry industry, applicable to any facility that falls within 
the definition of a laundry; 

 
d) the requirement to control the spread of infectious diseases (for example, Hepatitis B, HIV and 

viral haemorrhagic fevers) which places any person in contact with or in the vicinity of infected 
textiles at risk; and 

 
e) the requirement for guidelines that cover the entire textile usage cycle from point of consumer 

usage, the entire logistics and laundering process until the processed textile is returned to the 
consumer. 
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